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Palo Alto Lecture Series - Balancing

Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

 A 10 7 6 5
 Q 9 2
 Q J 9
 A 7

 Q J 2
 A 8 7 6
 5 2
 K 8 5 3

 9 4
 K 10 5 4
 A 8 4
 Q 9 4 2

 K 8 3
 J 3
 K 10 7 6 3
 J 10 6

N

S
W E

West North East South
1  Pass 2  

Pass Pass Dbl Pass
3  All pass

Balancing Double shows disinterest in defending 2 .
3   by W est
L ead:   Q
Where is the  Ace? How to win three   tricks?

If Opener has  Ace-Jack-x or  Ace-Ten-x, nothing 
can be done. But what if Opener has  Ace doubleton?

First, lead from West toward Dummy's  Q942. Then?
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Board 2
East Deals
Both Vul

 6 4 3
 K J 5
 A 8 2
 Q J 9 5

 Q 8 7 5
 2
 J 10 9 7
 10 7 6 2

 A K  10 9
 Q 10 9 8 3
 K Q
 8 4

 J 2
 A 7 6 4
 6 5 4 3
 A K  3

N

S
W E

West North East South
1  Pass

Pass 1 N T Pass 2 N T
All pass

Balancing 1NT = 10-15; South's 2NT invites game.
2 N T by North
L ead:   K
West encourages at trick one with the  Eight.
East continues  K ing, then  Ten (winning) and  9.
West wins the fourth  ; and switches to the  Jack.

Where is the  Queen? What is East's hand pattern? 
How to force East to lead a  ?
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Board 3
South Deals
N-S Vul

 10 4 3
 5
 9 7 5
 K 9 8 7 6 3

 8 7 6 5 2
 A K  J
 10 6 3
 5 2

 A Q
 Q 9 8 6 3 2
 K 4 2
 A 10

 K J 9
 10 7 4
 A Q J 8
 Q J 4

N

S
W E

West North East South
1  

Pass Pass Dbl Pass
1  2  2  Pass
4  All pass

A balancing "1 "  would have shown only 10-15;
East (with 17 points) doubles, then bids 2  (16-18)
4   by East
L ead:   Q
Where is the  K ing? Where is the  Ace? Where is 
the  K ing? Should Declarer win Trick One? Why not?

Declarer builds Dummy's   suit (using entries wisely).
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Board 4
W est Deals
Both Vul

 A Q 7 4 3
 J 10 7
 A 5 2
 8 5

 K 10 9 8 6
 K
 Q J 10
 A Q J 3

 J 2
 6 5 3 2
 K 9 8
 7 6 4 2

 5
 A Q 9 8 4
 7 6 4 3
 K 10 9

N

S
W E

West North East South
1  Pass Pass 2  
Pass 3  All pass

Balancing 2  = 10-15; North's 3  invites game
3   by South
L ead:   Q
Where is the  K ing? (Look at the Opening Lead!)
Where is the  Ace?
Where is the  K ing? (Can Responder have 2 K ings?)

How to win five   tricks?
Is the   finesse likely to succeed?
The   finesse? What can we do about the 3   losers?


